
TOWNSHIP OF CHAPIN
COUNTY OF SAGINAW, STATE OF MICHIGAN
TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE NO. ___________

CHAPIN TOWNSHIP BLIGHT AND PUBLIC NUISANCE ORDINANCE

At a meeting of the Chapin Township Board, Saginaw County, Michigan, held at the Chapin Township Hall at 21481 W Peet Rd. Elsie, MI 48831 on the ____ day of ____________ 202___, at __________ p.m., Board Member ____________ moved to adopt the following Ordinance, whose motion was seconded by Board Member _____________:

An Ordinance to prohibit the maintenance of blight, public nuisances, and blighting conditions, to, among other things, safeguard structures upon which the public good depends, discourage decay of property values, and promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of persons and property. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF CHAPIN, SAGINAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN:

Section 1.  TITLE

This Ordinance shall be referred to as the Chapin Township Blight and Public Nuisance Ordinance. 

Section 2.  PURPOSE

Consistent with the letter and spirit of Public Act 344 of 1945, as amended, and all applicable laws, including Public Act 246 of 1945, it is the purpose of this Ordinance to prevent, reduce, and eliminate blight, public nuisances, and/or potential blight and public nuisances in Chapin Township by the prevention or elimination of causes of blight, public nuisances, or blighting factors which exist or which may, in the future, exist in the Township, and by providing a mechanism to enforce violations and compel compliance with this Ordinance.

Section 3.  CAUSES OF BLIGHT, PUBLIC NUISANCES, OR BLIGHTING FACTORS

It is hereby determined that the following structures, items, and activities are causes of public nuisances, blight or are blighting factors which, if allowed to exist, will result in the diminishment of neighborhoods, will harm the economic structure upon which the public good depends, and will harm the public health, safety, and general welfare.

The following structures, acts, apparatus, accumulations, violations, and activities are declared a nuisance per se punishable under this Ordinance and are expressly prohibited on any property in the Township unless incidental to and necessary for the carrying on of a lawful business.

1.  Junk Vehicles. Unless otherwise provided herein, the keeping, maintaining, or storing of any junk vehicle in a manner that is visible from the public right-of-way. “Junk vehicle” shall include any motor vehicle, boat, RV, motor home, travel trailer, fifth wheel camper, pop-up camper, truck bed camper, camper van, or similar vehicle that is inoperable, unregistered, wrecked, not capable of performing the functions for which it was manufactured, and/or is missing any structural components. A junk vehicle as defined herein will be considered missing structural components if it is missing any parts or components compared to its condition as originally manufactured or if it has deflated tires. All grass and vegetation near the junk vehicle must properly maintained at all times and cannot not exceed twelve (12”) inches. An RV, motor home, travel trailer, fifth wheel camper, pop-up camper, truck bed camper, camper van, or similar vehicle, whether professionally manufactured or homemade, must contain a weatherproof exterior as manufactured and will be considered a junk vehicle if permitted to settle into the soil or tilt off grade from supporting soil. 

This subsection is subject to the following specific exceptions / exclusions: 
i. Notwithstanding the above and subject to other prohibitions within this Ordinance, a property may contain no more than five (5) junk vehicles under this Ordinance if in strict compliance with the requirements of this exception. Any junk vehicle stored on a property pursuant to this exception that is publicly visible may be inoperable, but must contain all intended components, including, but not limited to, tires, headlights, doors, and windows. Should a junk vehicle not contain all intended components, it may be stored outdoors but must not be publicly visible.

ii. Even though junk vehicles may be kept, maintained, or stored on a property if they are not visible from the public right-of-way, under no circumstances (even if not visible from the public right-of-way) may a junk vehicle be stored within ten (10) feet of any side or back property line. For purposes of this provision, a side or back property line is any property boundary other than its front property line. A property’s front property line is the property line facing the front entrance of a dwelling or property, usually facing a roadway.

iii. Even though junk vehicles may be kept, maintained, or stored on a property if they are not visible from the public right-of-way, under no circumstances (even if not visible from the public right-of-way) shall junk vehicles be used for storage purposes. For purposes of this provision, unlawful use of a junk vehicle for storage purposes means having junk vehicles on a property and using the interiors of the vehicles or otherwise portions thereof to store trash, refuse, equipment, or other items.

iv. Notwithstanding prohibitions in this Ordinance, junk vehicles as defined in this Ordinance are permitted when stored in an enclosed building. 

v. The Township Board may grant an exception to this subsection for property assessed commercial if an application is submitted to the Township Board documenting a bona fide and permitted business and the applicant demonstrates a need for an exception to this section. Exceptions shall be granted according to the discretion of the Township Board. 

2. Building Materials. The outdoor storage of building materials not otherwise used in connection with an ongoing, permitted construction project, unless located in a completely enclosed building. “Building materials” shall include all materials ordinarily used in connection with a construction project including, but not limited to, lumber, tile, stone, bricks, pipe, steel, and glass.

3. Junk. The keeping, maintaining, accumulating, or storing of junk, trash, rubbish, or refuse of any kind, except domestic refuse stored properly in trash receptacles. “Junk” shall include any items that have little functional use or economic value, or have been broken, abandoned, or discarded outdoors, including, but not limited to tires, fast food remnants, clothing, tarps, children’s toys, mattresses, cooking utensils, parts of machinery or motor vehicles, broken or unusable furniture, appliances, remnants of wood, metal, plastic, or any other castoff material of any kind whether or not the same could be put to any reasonable use, refuse, and any other material commonly considered to be garbage.

4. Vacant Dwellings. The existence of any vacant dwelling structure used as a dwelling, or structure designed to be used as a dwelling, unless kept securely locked, any windows are kept glazed or boarded up, and the structure is otherwise protected to prevent entrance by vandals or other unauthorized persons.

5. Unfit Dwellings. The existence of any structure or part of structure which, because of fire, wind, or other natural disaster, or physical deterioration, is no longer habitable as a dwelling, nor useful for any other purpose for which it may have been intended.

6. Incomplete Structures. The existence of any incomplete structure, unless such structure is in the course of construction in accordance with a valid and existing building permit.

7. Structural Damage and Physical Deterioration. Any building or structure, or portion of a building or structure, that has structural damage caused by natural disaster, erosion, fire, flood, vandalism, lack of maintenance, physical deterioration, dilapidation, or any other intentional damage or neglect, and the structure or building is no longer reasonably or safely useful for its intended use, which includes, but is not limited to, broken windows, exposed or broken glass, exposed metal, exposed electrical wiring, a physically deteriorated foundation, or any other condition that would make a structure no longer reasonably or safely useful for its intended use.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk212678825]Clean Water and Sewage Disposal. A dwelling, or any structure or vehicle used as a dwelling, including but not limited to an RV, motor home, travel trailer, fifth wheel camper, pop-up camper, truck bed camper, camper van, or similar vehicle that is unfit for human habitation due to a failure to maintain a sufficient source of clean water or adequate facilities for the disposal of inorganic or organic waste, or sewage. 

9. Vegetation Maintenance. Allowing grass or uncultivated vegetation on improved property to exceed a height of twelve (12”) inches. This prohibition does not apply to cultivated vegetation such as flower or vegetable gardens, nor does it apply to unimproved portions of property, such as wooded areas abutting improved property. 

10. Obstructions to Emergency Infrastructure. Any land, building, structure, or conditions on a property that causes any obstruction, hinderance, or a reasonable expectation of interference with any fire, police, or ambulance protective equipment or infrastructure. 
Section 4.  ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES

1. This Ordinance may be enforced by any person or entity authorized by the Chapin Township Board. 

2. Violations of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be a nuisance per se. Any person, or anyone acting on behalf of any person, who is in violation of this Ordinance, shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction, punishable by a civil fine of up to $500 per violation, plus costs and attorney’s fees. Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense. A violator of this Ordinance shall also be subject to additional sanctions, remedies, and judicial orders as authorized under Michigan law, including costs, attorneys fees, and equitable orders to enforce this Ordinance under MCL 600.8302(4) or successor statute.
Section 5.  AGRICULTURE

No prohibitions in this Ordinance shall be construed to impair an individual’s right to carry on lawful activities on a “farm” or “farm operation” as prescribed in the Michigan Right to Farm Act, Act 93 of 1981, MCL 286.471 et. seq.



Section 6.  SEVERABILITY

This Ordinance and the various parts, sentences, and clauses thereof are hereby declared to be severable and if any part, sentence, paragraph, section, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, the same shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance as a whole or any part thereof other than the part declared to be unconstitutional and invalid.

Section 7.  REPEAL CLAUSE

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. Specifically, the Chapin Township Blight Ordinance No. 1-2020 is hereby repealed and replaced with this Ordinance once this Ordinance becomes effective.

Section 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days after its publication.

Roll Call Vote:

YEAS:		_______________________________________________________

NAYS:	_______________________________________________________

ABSENT/ABSTAIN: ______________________

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.

__________________________
Ron Maynard
Chapin Township Supervisor
















CERTIFICATION

STATE OF MICHIGAN		)
) ss	
COUNTY OF SAGINAW		)

I, Frank Gross, Clerk of Chapin Township, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of Ordinance No. ____, adopted by the Chapin Township Board on __________, 202____. A Notice of Adoption was duly published in the ______________________ newspaper, a newspaper that circulates within Chapin Township, on ____________, 2025. Within one (1) week after such publication, I recorded the Ordinance in a book of ordinances kept by me for that purpose, including the date of passage of the Ordinance, the names of the members of the Township Board voting, and how each member voted. I filed an attested copy of the Ordinance with the Saginaw County Clerk on _____________, 2025. 

Attested:

________________________________________
Frank Gross
Chapin Township Clerk

























[bookmark: _Hlk211813628]CHAPIN TOWNSHIP
SAGINAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION

CHAPIN TOWNSHIP BLIGHT AND PUBLIC NUISANCE ORDINANCE

Please take notice that on December 8, 2025, the Township Board of Chapin Township adopted Ordinance No.___, an ordinance, which amongst other things, prohibits and defines nuisances including blight, repeals prior ordinances prohibiting nuisances, and outlines penalties for ordinance violations. Copies of the Ordinance may be obtained from the Township Clerk, Frank Gross at 21481 W Peet Road Elsie, MI 48831. Kindly use the number below to coordinate an appointment to obtain any copies.

The Ordinance has the following sections: Section 1. Title; Section 2. Purpose; Section 3. Causes of Blight, Public Nuisances, or Blighting Factors; Section 4. Enforcement and Penalties; Section 5. Agriculture; Section 6. Severability; Section 7. Repeal Clause; and Section 8. Effective Date.

Published by Order of the Township Board
Chapin Township, Saginaw County, Michigan 
[bookmark: _Hlk211808658]Frank Gross, Chapin Township Clerk
Phone: (989) 661-2215
Email: maynardr98@gmail.com 

Publication Date: ____________________
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